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 1                       (Whereupon, the proceedings

 2                       commenced at approximately 11:00

 3                       a.m.)

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Good morning, everyone.  I

 5   would like to call the meeting to order.

 6             Okay.  Let us start, as usual, with reports from

 7   the Election Board supervisors, Mr. Seminara.

 8             Good morning.

 9             MR. SEMINARA:  Good morning, Commissioners.

10             As of last week our absentee ballot application is

11   a total of as follows:  Civilian was 99, alternative 229,

12   military was 2 and civilian overseas was 7.  That brought my

13   weekly total to 337, and my grand total to 4,787.  Compared

14   to 4 years ago we were at 8,998.

15             I am in the process of prepping the polling place

16   ads and the election notices for the upcoming Special

17   Election and the primary.

18             As soon as that list becomes permanent, I don't

19   want to say permanent, but it's never --

20             MR. FERRIS:  It's never permanent.

21             MR. SEMINARA:  -- permanent, according to Mr.

22   Ferris, Mr. Irving will make me a disk for that, and I can

23   take that to the -- to the newspapers.

24             And I want to remind everybody that April 17th, is
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 1   the last day for civil applications in the office.

 2             And if anybody has any questions as far as the

 3   process, the Department of State Web site can be Googled.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, thank you.

 5             MR. SEMINARA:  And that concludes my report.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Day.

 7             MR. IRVING:  Okay.  John Day is not here today,

 8   he's at the warehouse.  They're cramming away up there.

 9             Basically, he's printed the first 45 ballots, the

10   wards -- the ballots with wards in them, okay.  They're busy

11   putting those on.



12             The cartridges, he's about the 33rd Ward.  He's up

13   to the 33rd Ward printing out machine cartridges.

14             And that's about all he had to report on today.

15             He stayed behind to oversee work that's being

16   done.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

18             MR. IRVING:  You're welcome.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Ms. Murchison.

20             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

21             Our totals for last week's school at Masterman, we

22   had a total of 325.

23             We're at West Catholic this week.  And we have a

24   nice turnout this week.

0005

 1             We're getting ready for the make-up classes now,

 2   notifying all the board members and rearranging with the

 3   school that we're coming.

 4             That's all I have.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 6             Mr. Dowling.

 7             MR. DOWLING:  Good morning.

 8             As of yesterday's mail we received 21,717

 9   applications.

10             The last night of registration being Monday, we

11   did a total of 2,791 for the last day.  And that included

12   drop offs and all the other mail from different state

13   agencies and the mail.  Of that total, 248 applications

14   received yesterday had postmarks that were timely.  They

15   were all accepted and they will be processed.

16             Of the 21,717 applications, we've rejected 940

17   applications; 798 of those have already been mailed out.  We

18   still have 142 that will be out in the mail today, and

19   anything else that comes through the system.  Out of

20   counties we had 338, out of town we had 12.

21             And that's -- they have all been sent out this

22   morning.  They were put in the mail this morning to the

23   other counties.

24             And that's it.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 2             MR. DOWLING:  You're welcome.

 3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Mr. Lynch.

 4             MR. LYNCH:  Good morning, Commissioners.

 5             Sunday Bob Passiore -- we completed the database

 6   for the election system, and we did an export and sent it up

 7   to John Day.  And like Greg said, where John is right now.

 8             The problem is, the last Certification I got was

 9   on the 19th.  And in the 200 Legislative District, Bobby

10   Kerry was running against Sherrell Parker.  And the next --

11   the following day I received a notice saying that he was

12   removed.  But we had already started production on the

13   ballots.

14             So, she's running unopposed.  Even November she is

15   straight through.

16             So what we're going to do, because we already



17   started production, we are going to sticker over Bobby

18   Kerry's name, and Sherrell Parker will be the only one in

19   that office running, because we already started production

20   and it would take too long to start all over again.

21             Rich Vito and myself are working on the absentee

22   ballot now.  Hopefully tomorrow morning I can have a

23   cartridge up to Carmen by tomorrow morning, hopefully.

24             He can start printing the absentee ballots and I
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 1   can start working on the -- I will make a copy of that,

 2   rename it and start printing the ballots for the

 3   provisionals, provisional ballots.

 4             And Watchers, again, if anybody needs to get

 5   Watchers in, get them in because they're coming in slow.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 7             MR. LYNCH:  All right.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 9             Mr. Ferris.

10             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning, Commissioners.

11             The first order of business I have is 13 -- we'll

12   be hearing 13 polling place changes at 12:00 here in this

13   room.  And we will also be hearing the ones that were taken

14   under advisement by the Commissioners.  I believe they're

15   all ready for decisions today, also.  So we'll do those

16   first, and then go right into the 13 hearings.

17             And other than that, I'm getting the printouts

18   ready for the truckers to pick up to deliver the machines.

19   Working on getting the machine numbers in there.

20             And we are also in the process of now starting

21   with the doorbell assembly so that we can have those up so

22   that Joe can pack them in his boxes so that they can be

23   delivered to the polling places for an accessibility item to

24   be used.
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 1             Other than that we're in good shape.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 3             Mr. Irving.

 4             MR. IRVING:  Good morning again.

 5             I submitted to the three Commissioners the report

 6   which shows the total number of applications, 87,312, which

 7   includes paper VRMAs and electronics.  And on that report it

 8   is broken down by source.

 9             Last day applications, we have 12,000 left to be

10   processed into the system.

11             We're still expecting one more PennDOT transfer

12   listing, which should be completed within a matter of two to

13   three days.

14             Right now we're sitting on top of 200 absentee

15   ballot applications.  We're waiting until we process all

16   apps before we enter the applications, and we'll send all

17   those up to Carmen so that he can get those mailed out.

18             On Monday of next week we'll be submitting a disk

19   to our vendor to produce the voter admission slips, and the

20   following weekend we'll produce our tape for poll books,

21   which we'll submit to our vendors so that they can begin



22   printing.

23             Last week I believe that I gave you a copy of the

24   production schedule from the vendor for the poll books, and
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 1   that's going to hold, okay.  Those dates are etched in

 2   stone.  I have to submit a copy to Joe Lynch, since he does

 3   the packing, so that he'll know when he has things coming.

 4             Other than that, there's nothing else to report

 5   on.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.  Thank you to all

 7   the supervisors.  And also thank you to the supervisors and

 8   staff who stayed late on Monday to accept voter registration

 9   forms up until the midnight deadline.  Thank you all.

10             MR. IRVING:  Thank you.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Next item on the

12   agenda, reconsideration and a vote on the recommendation

13   from Commissioner Schmidt to enter into a Memorandum of

14   Understanding with the Office of Inspector General.

15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Commissioners, the only

16   change to this draft since the last meeting was changing the

17   wording from the City Commissioners' Office to City

18   Commission throughout the -- throughout the draft MOU.

19   Otherwise, I haven't had any other suggestive changes other

20   than the ones we made since first introducing this about a

21   month ago.

22             So, if there are concerns that you have, let me

23   know, otherwise I'd like to move forward and motion that we

24   agree to the MOU with the election.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Any discussion or concerns?

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I think that we can go into

 3   executive meeting and discuss the issue further.

 4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would like to move

 5   forward on it and vote today, if we may.

 6             If there are edits that we need to make we can

 7   work on them and make them.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I would second your motion,

 9   and then I would vote.

10             So, let's have a vote.

11             Commissioner Schmidt?

12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

16             The motion is approved.  Thank you.

17             All right.  Next, I would -- the end of our

18   planned agenda, I would like to open the floor to the public

19   for comments or questions.

20             Mr. DeFelice, good morning.

21             MR. DeFELICE:  Joe DeFelice; how are you?  Joe

22   DeFelice, State Republican Party.

23             Just to follow up from last week, as you know I

24   sent you -- all Commissioners the 7th Ward as well.  And we
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 1   went back and we did some calculating in some of these



 2   discrepancies and what I view as discrepancies, you know,

 3   like we said, it could just be negligence.

 4             But specifically in the 19th Ward; 3rd Division,

 5   one of the issues we came up with was, 71 total Democratic

 6   voters, 74 total votes for City Council Race between Savage

 7   and Quiñones-Sánchez, total GOP voters 3, total GOP mayoral

 8   votes 1, total non-affiliated voters 1.

 9             So, if you take the two there, plus that one, that

10   could be your three discrepancies.

11             Running back through the numbers realizing three

12   total votes are cast for Superior Court in that race, I

13   believe it was Paula Patrick and Vick Stabile or Panepinto.

14   I think it was Paula Patrick and Vick Stabile were both

15   running in the Republican Primary for Superior Court.

16             So, that essentially takes the Republican votes

17   off the table and still leaves two extra votes that can't be

18   attributed to Republicans in that division.  And obviously

19   since there was only one non-affiliated voter or other

20   party, that leaves at least two votes unaccounted for when

21   there was actually two more votes than voters that came out

22   to the polls on Election Day.

23             We further ran the 7th Ward, and -- which I said,

24   I sent to your office, and we found two divisions in the 7th
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 1   Ward, specifically the 16th division that had 51 Democrat

 2   voters and 52 votes, and the 4th division, which had 112

 3   total voters, but 119 votes.  So seven extra votes were

 4   cast.  And in that race there were three GOP mayoral votes.

 5             So, again -- and I don't have the information for

 6   independents, but we don't know how many independents showed

 7   up.

 8             With that being said, if there were independents

 9   they would have to show at least four or more independents

10   to make up for the discrepancy, that there's not actually

11   more voters coming out.

12             One of the questions that Mr. Irving raised last

13   week was the issue, essentially, the mayor's race.  And I

14   think he, and I don't want to quote you, Greg, so if I get

15   you wrong, tell me.  One of the issues was, there wasn't

16   really much to vote for in the Democrat Primary for mayor.

17             And with that being said, it would make sense for

18   people to vote down ticket and just come in and vote for

19   that particular race.

20             But of the top 30 precincts in the City of

21   Philadelphia, 27 that had the highest differentiation

22   between council votes and, to a much lower extent, mayoral

23   votes, 27 of the 30 were in the 7th and 19th Wards.

24             And one of those divisions was 26;24 that had no
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 1   votes.  So it was really 27 of the top 29 happened there,

 2   you know, something to the tune of, you know, 84 percent; 13

 3   mayoral votes as opposed to 77 district council votes.

 4             Again, these are just facts.  There very well

 5   could be -- they're just numbers.  They could very well be

 6   explained.



 7             I'm also, now, looking into the 62nd Ward, and in

 8   the 23rd Ward to further clarify the Sánchez race versus the

 9   Savage race.

10             And I'm also now pulling the numbers, with the

11   help of Seth Bluestein in Commissioner Schmidt's office,

12   with respect to Primary 2010, specifically the Jonathan

13   Ramos, Angel Cruz race.  And, again, 2008.

14             And then also down in the 36th Ward, Kenyatta

15   Johnson, Barbara Capozzi race last year.  There was a lot of

16   complaints.

17             Just so -- I mean, I want to be an equal

18   opportunity, I want to go across the board and see if

19   there's anything else out there.

20             But, like I said, the 19th and the 7th Wards, the

21   numbers just keep cropping up.

22             And then, again, when I had the issue that I

23   brought up last week on 166 West Lehigh Avenue, and I'm sure

24   there's plenty more than that.
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 1             I'm just -- I know from my experience being a

 2   Republican in the City of Philadelphia, which there is not a

 3   whole lot of us.  And we get constant complaints regularly

 4   from specific polling place at 4th and York every election,

 5   every year, with the same problems at that polling place,

 6   again, piqued my interest.

 7             We have a Presidential Election coming on this

 8   year, voter ID, as you know, is coming in.  I just get a

 9   little partisan, a little bit nervous about what's going to

10   happen going forward.

11             So, I would ask that we continue to look into

12   these.

13             And one of the questions where we got our numbers

14   from, Adam Lang is a GOP activist, but he also -- he's very

15   good with technology, and I think he's actually working with

16   some people in your office at some point.

17             Adam actually -- when I asked Adam to run the

18   numbers for me, and Adam pulled them actually from your Web

19   site, Commissioner Singer, Campaign Scientific.  And I

20   assume that those are accurate votes.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Those are -- yes.  Those are

22   -- those are the data files, the raw data files provided to

23   me by the previous Commission.

24             MR. DeFELICE:  And that's all I have.  Thank you.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very much for

 2   your input and for the data.

 3             And I have to take a small issue with -- we did

 4   have a Mayoral Primary -- just -- I agree with everything

 5   except your characterization of the Mayoral Primary.

 6             And thank you.

 7             MR. DeFELICE:  It was not my characterization,

 8   Commissioner Singer, just so you know.  I was referring to

 9   Mr. Irving's characterization of the Mayoral Primary.

10                       (Whereupon, there was collective

11                       laughter.)



12             MR. DeFELICE:  I don't care what goes on in the

13   primary.

14             MR. IRVING:  As Mr. Street made me aware of.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Thank you.

16             Any other comments and questions from the public?

17             Mr. Street.

18             MR. STREET:  Yeah.  I have a question for this

19   gentleman (indicating) right here.  I don't know your name.

20             MR. DeFELICE:  Joe DeFelice.

21             MR. STREET:  Okay.  Joe, you had mentioned the

22   voter ID, and I noticed that as you're going through these

23   numbers, and I was here last week, you're going through the

24   numbers in the poor and depressed areas.  You looked at the
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 1   9th Ward and you looked at the 7th Ward.  And these are the

 2   poorest and depressed areas, okay.

 3             And then you bring up voter ID.

 4             Now, you know those of us who are Democrats in the

 5   poor and depressed areas, we got a real serious problem with

 6   the voter ID, because we think that's directed at the Obama

 7   Election, and not -- it has nothing substitutive about it.

 8   It doesn't make sense.

 9             What I see here is, that you're throwing all these

10   numbers around, they don't make any sense, because you're

11   not asking for -- I don't know if you're asking for relief

12   or --

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Street, I need to

14   interrupt you for a moment.

15             The question, and I encourage you to have this

16   discussion with Mr. DeFelice after the meeting, this forum

17   is for people to -- if you want to ask us questions, please

18   do.

19             MR. STREET:  Well, that has to do with you.  It

20   has to do with you.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Please do, yes.

22             MR. STREET:  I addressed his issues, because we

23   have issues, and I was getting to the point where, all of

24   these numbers in a depressed area, what is his ultimate --
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 1   what is he asking the Commission to do?

 2             Why is he -- why is he here every week quoting

 3   those numbers?

 4             What does he want you to do?  Bottom line.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I believe that the bottom line

 6   is, that he is asking us to look into any place where the

 7   statistics show that something has happened differently.

 8   He's asking us to look into that.  And to the extent that we

 9   can, find an explanation.

10             And that, in my mind, a completely legitimate

11   thing that anyone in the public can do to help us with our

12   over site of the elections.

13             MR. STREET:  Well, how does that -- how does that

14   equate with the voter ID in November?

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, it doesn't equate with

16   the voter ID --



17             MR. STREET:  Well, he brought it up.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- in November.  It doesn't.

19             MR. STREET:  Oh, okay.

20             Because he mentioned -- he said, we're coming up

21   with the voter ID in November.

22             MR. DeFELICE:  I brought up a lot.  And to be

23   honest -- I'm sorry.  Go ahead.

24             MR. STREET:  I am very suspect of him and what
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 1   he's doing.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I --

 3             MR. DeFELICE:  And most people are.  I am with the

 4   Republican Party.  I'm not here to be --

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Street, I would defend you

 6   to the death, you're right to be suspicious of anybody, and

 7   your point is taken.

 8             We, as a Commission, we are here to conduct the

 9   elections, to make sure they are free and fair, to make sure

10   that every Philadelphian who is eligible to vote and wants

11   to vote can vote.

12             We're concerned -- or I suppose I should speak for

13   myself.  I know I am concerned about whether everyone in

14   Philadelphia will be able to get the ID necessary to vote.

15   And I will do everything in my power to make sure that every

16   Philadelphian who wants to vote can get the ID necessary to

17   vote.  And I would welcome suggestions, input and all that

18   on that -- on that issue.

19             MR. STREET:  Well, I think you're going to get a

20   lot.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

22             In the back.  Yes.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  I would like to ask a question of

24   Mr. DeFelice.
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 1             Is that the supplement; did you include the

 2   supplement voters, you know, people they come in and can't

 3   be identified and they fill out the form, can they add that

 4   into it?  Maybe that's where they get the extra votes -- Peg

 5   Rzepski, Democratic Ward Leader of the 31st, R-Z-E-P-S-K-I.

 6             I'm just wondering if that's where the count comes

 7   in for absentee ballots.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, I believe that Mr.

 9   DeFelice is comparing election results to data from the

10   voter file; is that correct --

11             MR. DeFELICE:  Right.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- on how people voted; is

13   that correct?

14             MR. DeFELICE:  How many people voted in person and

15   amount of votes cast.

16             MS. RZEPSKI:  I was just wondering if he was

17   including those?

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That would include those

19   because, when we, internally, after the election, mark

20   voters as having voter or not having voting, we would take

21   those into account.



22             MS. RZEPSKI:  The only reason is, Commissioners,

23   because they're not on the machine, they're paper.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That's -- that's correct.  And
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 1   I -- I -- thank you.

 2             MS. RZEPSKI:  I just wanted to --

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And I believe that the numbers

 4   that he is using do take those into account.

 5             MS. RZEPSKI:  Okay.  I couldn't hear it.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And I will double check that.

 7             MS. RZEPSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Any other comments or

 9   questions?

10             MR. THOMSEN:  I was hoping to keep quiet, but I've

11   been stirred up to ask a question.

12             The easiest one first.  Ask the Staff, maybe Mr.

13   Irving, when can someone vote in person by absentee ballot?

14   When do you anticipate that to be possible?

15             Room 138 you can do that when the ballots are

16   available; right?

17             MR. IRVING:  Right.  Room 142.  Room 142.

18             MR. THOMSEN:  Room 142?

19             MR. IRVING:  Yeah.  When the ballots are

20   available.

21             MR. THOMSEN:  What day do you anticipate it will

22   be possible?

23             MR. LYNCH:  Hopefully by tomorrow or Friday.

24             MR. THOMSEN:  I see.  I have some friends who were
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 1   going overseas, and they're about to go and they would like

 2   to get their ballots.

 3             Secondly, if you have a polling place with a

 4   history of problems, Court Orders that people were thrown

 5   out that shouldn't have been there, any history of problems,

 6   must you accept the people who have always worked those

 7   polling places to work there in the future?

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, here's how it works.  The

 9   three of the polling place officials are elected.

10             MR. THOMSEN:  Yes.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And they're either elected or

12   court appointed, and we cannot change that.  That is what it

13   is.  That's the judge, the minority and majority inspector.

14   The clerk is appointed by the minority inspector.

15             And, again, we have no control over that.

16             The machine inspector is appointed by the

17   Commission.  And that's --

18             MR. THOMSEN:  Potentially you could change the

19   machine inspector.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That's right.  That's the only

21   one that we might potentially change.

22             MR. THOMSEN:  I see.  Thank you.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I would encourage you if you

24   were concerned about a particular polling place, to work to
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 1   find people in that division to run for judge, minority and



 2   majority inspector in those elections that will take place

 3   next year.

 4             MR. THOMSEN:  I know that.

 5             This year we elect the president.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

 7             MR. BACONE:  Hi; my name is Robin Bacone from the

 8   12th Ward, minority inspector.

 9             I am coming because there were, like, two

10   locations that were -- well, slated to be moved to the

11   school, okay.  It's so ironic right before election, to be

12   put into one area to the school.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I need to interrupt you for a

14   moment.  We will, at 12:00, be having hearings on polling

15   place locations.

16             MR. BACONE:  Okay.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And I hope you will be able to

18   stay --

19             MR. BACONE:  Definitely.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- and tell us what we need to

21   know starting at 12:00.

22             Thank you.

23             Any other comments or questions?

24                       (Whereupon, there was no
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 1                       response.)

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, we are meeting here

 3   again to hear polling place -- to hear about polling places

 4   starting at 12:00.

 5             We will have an executive session after this

 6   meeting after the polling place.  So we will have a closed

 7   executive session of the Commission.  And with that in mind,

 8   we will meet again -- this meeting will take place again

 9   next week, 11:00 in this room on Wednesday.

10             And with all that in mind, I adjourn the meeting.

11                       (Whereupon, a brief recess was

12                       taken.)

13                       (Whereupon, the Commission

14                       resumes polling place hearings.)

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Good afternoon everyone.  I

16   would like to call the meeting to order.

17             We will be discussing proposed changes of polling

18   places, and we will go in the order that people signed in.

19             Although, before we start that, we have some old

20   business to finish up from previous meetings, and then we

21   will start with the 31st Ward after that.

22             If you are here to speak on a proposed change of

23   polling place, please make sure that we have gotten your

24   name so that we can be sure to do your polling place as soon
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 1   as possible.

 2             Mr. Ferris, will you remind us of our old

 3   business.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  For the 10th Ward; 13th

 5   Division, the request was to move the polling place from

 6   Thouron and Washington Lane, the Pennypacker School, to



 7   Upsal and Mansfield Streets, the Finley Rec Center.

 8             The ward leaders went out and suggested an

 9   alternate location of the West Oak Lane Library at

10   Washington and Limekiln Pike.

11             It is handicapped accessible.  There is room for

12   another division.  And both sides agree on this.

13             So, I ask you to deny the original petition and

14   then okay the alternative location.

15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  So we deny the original

18   proposed location, but approve the location -- the newly

19   suggested location.

20                       (Whereupon, documents signed by

21                       the Commissioners.)

22             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is the 10th Ward;

23   25th Division, moving the polling place from Thouron and

24   Washington Lane, the Pennypacker School, to Washington Lane
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 1   and Limekiln Pike, the West Oak Lane Library.

 2             The ward leaders also went out on this one and

 3   have an alternate location of the Simons Rec Center, located

 4   at Walnut Lane and Woolston Street (sic).

 5             And there is no opposition by either party.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  The other groups have

 7   agreed that we deny the original but approve the alternate

 8   location.

 9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

11             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 35th

12   Ward; 20th Division, moving the polling place from 412 East

13   Sentnor Street, the United Methodist Church, to Rising Sun

14   and Cheltenham Avenues, the Franklin School.

15             The ward leaders presented an argument last week

16   that they would try to have the church made handicapped

17   accessible.

18             After three or four days talking to the church

19   they've come to the conclusion, that there is no way to make

20   it handicapped accessible, so they both agree with the

21   proposed move to the Franklin School.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

23             So we will -- I believe we will approve this; do

24   you agree?

0026

 1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Agree.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.  And -- thank you.

 4             Mr. Ferris, just remind me, did that church serve

 5   for a very long time as a polling place?

 6             MR. FERRIS:  That church was -- yes.  A polling

 7   place for 30 or 35 years, yes.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, I would like to express

 9   the appreciation of the Commission to that church and that

10   community for serving as a polling place for so long.

11             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 57th



12   Ward; 25th Division, moving the polling place from Frankford

13   Avenue and Eden Street, the Torresdale Rec Center, to 3352

14   Grant Avenue, a storefront.

15             The reason was handicapped accessibility, and to

16   move it closer to the division.

17             The Commissioners took this under advisement for a

18   week because the ward leader were not agreeable upon the

19   move.

20             Both sites are handicapped accessible, and I would

21   like the Commission to vote on this one.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, we will vote on this one.

23             Commissioner Schmidt?

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote no.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  I am for it.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  It is approved.

 4             Thank you.

 5             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 66th Ward;

 6   10th Division, moving the polling place from the Whitehall

 7   Baptist Church at 3541 Avalon Street, to the Liberty Bell

 8   Youth Center at 10851 Calera Road.

 9             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

10             This was from the Department of Justice.

11             The ward leader asked for a week to find an

12   alternate location.  They did secure an alternate location,

13   which is the USA Auto Parts Store at 9699 Academy Road.

14             We did check it out.  It is handicapped

15   accessible.

16             And I believe there is no opposition from

17   either -- from the Republicans.

18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 66th

22   Ward; 18th Division, moving the polling place from a

23   residence at 9995 South Canterberry Road, to the New Liberty

24   Bell Youth Organization at 10851 Calera Road.
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 1             The reason was handicapped accessibility from the

 2   Department of Justice.

 3             The ward leader asked for a week to find an

 4   alternate location.  They came up with an alternate location

 5   of the Canterberry Court rental office, which is located at

 6   9951 Academy Road.

 7             It is handicapped accessible.  And we did check

 8   this out.

 9             And I believe there is no opposition from either

10   side.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So we're voting to deny the

12   original request, but approve the alternate location.

13             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

16             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Now we'll go to the 31st Ward;



17   14th Division, moving the polling place from 2301 East

18   Cumberland Street, the office, to York and Trenton Streets,

19   the Hackett School.

20             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

21             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

22             And I believe that we have testimony today.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

24             MS. RZEPSKI:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  My
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 1   name is Peg Rzepski, R-Z-E-P-S-K-I.  I am the ward leader of

 2   the 31st.

 3             MR. FENERTY:  And I'm Vince Fenerty, Ward Leader

 4   of the 31st.

 5             MS. RZEPSKI:  D and R.

 6             MR. FENERTY:  Madame Chairman (sic), we both

 7   oppose the relocation of this polling place.  We believe it

 8   is handicapped accessible.

 9             Ms. Rzepski has brought some pictures to introduce

10   as evidence along with measurements.

11             It's our belief that when it was examined the side

12   door was examined and not the front door.

13             This polling place has been at this location for

14   over 30 years.  And to both of our knowledge and to our

15   committee people's knowledge, we do not have a handicapped

16   accessible, and never had a handicapped accessible,

17   complaint at this location.

18             MS. RZEPSKI:  And I also submitted, this is being

19   visited from six months ago, that I submitted a letter from

20   a Mr. Ross on 1st Street, who is handicapped, in a

21   wheelchair.  And there is a notarized letter that he has no

22   problem going into this building.

23             My question to the Justice Department is, you keep

24   trying to, I understand, help the handicapped, but you're
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 1   also disenfranchising the elderly that want to walk to it.

 2             Where you are trying to put it is too far, you

 3   know.  It is past big streets, what have you, like that.

 4             So, they're getting aggravated with us, but they

 5   wanted me to tell you, that they're a little aggravated that

 6   you don't take their concerns into consideration.

 7             I have the -- this is the tape (indicating) that

 8   we measured the front door.  It is a double door.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Um-hum.

10             MS. RZEPSKI:  It's 48-inches.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.

12             MS. RZEPSKI:  And there is the pictures that I

13   submitted.

14                       (Whereupon, documents submitted

15                       to the Commission.)

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

17             MS. RZEPSKI:  And it's been for 45 years a polling

18   place.

19                       (Commission reviewing

20                       documents.)

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, is it -- we have a photo



22   here of what I believe is the front door.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  That's the door they use, not the

24   side door.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  So -- and is there a

 2   post like that (indicating)?

 3             MS. RZEPSKI:  Yes.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  At the front door?

 5             MS. RZEPSKI:  But it's still -- it's still wide

 6   enough for a ramp.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Right.  The door is wide, and

 8   --

 9             MR. FENERTY:  The double doors, they open up,

10   Commissioners.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  And the step -- is that

12   a step up from the street?

13             MR. FENERTY:  Yes.  And we have a ramp.

14             MS. RZEPSKI:  But we have a ramp that goes there.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Is there -- but the ramp --

16   does the ramp meet -- we have particular -- here's -- we're

17   between a rock and a hard place --

18             MS. RZEPSKI:  Understand.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- because -- and you should

20   know that the people sitting here are from the City, not

21   from the Justice Department.

22             MS. RZEPSKI:  Sorry about that.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We have made a settlement with

24   the Justice Department --
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 1             MS. RZEPSKI:  Okay.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- and there are very specific

 3   stipulations in there.

 4             For instance, that a ramp can be this steep

 5   (indicating), and no steeper.

 6             MS. RZEPSKI:  Right.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And we must abide by those.

 8   otherwise we put the whole settlement in jeopardy.

 9             And -- so, I want to, first of all, express -- so,

10   we will take this under advisement.  But it's not -- we're

11   not free, unfortunately, to simply use commonsense because,

12   we, the City, is bound by this settlement.

13             MS. RZEPSKI:  Well, let me ask you a question.  If

14   the ramp that we have is not the right size, is it possible

15   that after this election we could build a ramp that --

16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Mr. Aversa, you want to

17   answer that question for her?

18             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.  There are certain -- as the

19   Commissioner began to explain, the requirements -- there are

20   certain requirements with respect to ramps.

21             For instance, it can't be steeper than a certain

22   percentage degree.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  I understand.

24             MR. AVERSA:  In order for it not to be so steep,
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 1   the ramp, in this case, two steps, it would have to extend



 2   out into the street.  So it is a practical matter.

 3             MS. RZEPSKI:  You can turn it around.

 4             MR. AVERSA:  Well, there -- when we're dealing

 5   with ramps that turn, there is another set of ADA Guidelines

 6   that apply to that.

 7             The ramp would have to be exceptionally long to

 8   meet those requirements.  So we would have to, sort of, zip

 9   back and forth.  But it is difficult to tell just by looking

10   at those photographs.

11             But I can tell you, that in our experience, trying

12   to put a ramp in place where there is two steps on a

13   sidewalk in a more or less residential neighborhood like

14   this, it is difficult, if not impossible, for us to do and

15   still comply with the requirements.

16             MS. RZEPSKI:  That is a wide sidewalk.  It's not

17   like it is narrow.

18             So, what happened is this, you're telling me that

19   the man that -- in the wheelchair that says he has no

20   problem going up our ramp that, that is not accessible?

21             MR. AVERSA:  Well, the guidelines that we use are

22   not whether or not a particular person in a wheelchair can

23   get up and down a ramp.  We have specific guidelines of the

24   Americans With Disabilities Act that specifies specific
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 1   requirements for ramps.

 2             The length of the ramp, the height of the ramp,

 3   the incline slope of the ramp, the width, whether or not

 4   there are barriers on the side.

 5             All those requirements have to be complied with by

 6   the City.  We've already agreed to comply with those

 7   requirements when we settled the case with the plaintiffs in

 8   this case.

 9             So, those are the requirements that we're bound

10   by.  It is those written requirements.  It's not whether or

11   not a particular person in a wheelchair can get up or down a

12   particular ramp on a given day.

13             I know that it's difficult to accept, but that's

14   the --

15             MS. RZEPSKI:  Well, it's difficult because, for 45

16   years there has been no problem.

17             We have one gentlemen that has a wheelchair, he's

18   saying it's accessible to him.

19             MR. FENERTY:  So, we have no one -- explain it to

20   us, we have no one that is handicapped accessible that has

21   been disenfranchised by not being able to get in to vote,

22   but because there might be, okay, you're going to

23   disenfranchise all the senior citizens in this division?

24   And I would like a yes or no answer.
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 1             MR. AVERSA:  It is not a yes or a no answer.

 2             MR. FENERTY:  Yes it is.  Is the answer yes or no?

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  So, may I suggest

 4   that we take this under advisement, and we work with -- we

 5   work with you to see if it might be possible to put one of

 6   these turning ramps?



 7             MS. RZEPSKI:  Um-hum.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And ideally, you know, if we

 9   can figure it out in time for the primary, great.  But we

10   are going to have to make a decision by next Wednesday.

11             But if that seems like a possibility worth

12   exploring, and we can -- we'll take it under advisement and

13   see if we can find something that works well for everybody.

14             MR. FERRIS:  So, in other words, if you're going

15   to put out the money to buy a ramp, there's a possibility of

16   building one that comes onto the sidewalk and down the side

17   of the building if the building owner would let you and if

18   there is money for it.

19             So, that's --

20             MS. RZEPSKI:  Okay.

21             MR. FERRIS:   -- that's the only way a ramp would

22   work there.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  Right.  But you mean it would have

24   to be now?
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, if we -- if we can't get

 2   it built for the --

 3             MS. RZEPSKI:  Primary.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If we can't get it, really, in

 5   place and secure by next Wednesday, we will have to hold the

 6   Primary Election somewhere else.

 7             MS. RZEPSKI:  You're -- you're not going to have

 8   anybody.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  However, we can then move

10   it -- we can move it back for November if we can solve the

11   issue in that division.

12             MS. RZEPSKI:  The board has already told me that

13   they will not go to Hackett.  That is too far away for them.

14             Most of them have been on the board for over 30

15   years.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Um-hum.

17             MS. RZEPSKI:  So, now we're going to have to look

18   for a whole new board, Vince and I, will definitely have to

19   look.

20             These people run a smooth election, you know.

21             Like, again, what I'm going to say is this,

22   absentee ballots were put out specifically for handicapped

23   that wants to vote.  So we're not disenfranchising them.

24             Who you're going to disenfranchise now is the
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 1   seniors that live in that division that want to walk to it.

 2   They're not going to walk there.  It's a senior citizen

 3   division.  They're not going to walk.

 4             I'm not putting 20 cars out on the street.

 5             I'm sure you're not either, Vince.

 6             So, you're going to lose umpteen votes.

 7             So, now you disenfranchised the voters that really

 8   want to vote.

 9             These are mostly the people in our ward, in 31;16

10   (indicating).  I'll give you a for instance.  Maryann

11   Hildeberg, she is wheelchair.  She does an absentee every



12   year.

13             They do not come to vote because if it rains they

14   are not coming.  They are not riding in a wheelchair.

15             And that location that they're giving is not real

16   accessible for a wheelchair.

17             I think a letter went in from Representative

18   O'Brien, which we have a copy of.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

20             MS. RZEPSKI:  And I would like to tell you why

21   that's not good, or Vince can say it.

22             MR. FENERTY:  Yes.  Madame Chairman (sic) and

23   Commissioners, the Hackett School already has two polling

24   places in it.
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 1             Many years ago the polling places were in the gym.

 2   The gym was not handicapped accessible, so it was moved to a

 3   different part of the school with a different entrance that

 4   has to be disassembled for wheelchair accessible people to

 5   get in, for these individuals to get in.

 6             There is not the room at Hackett School, okay, to

 7   put four divisions in.

 8             If people do come to vote, and we believe they

 9   won't, from 31;14 and 15, because it's too far, and they

10   will be disenfranchised.

11             The situation in Hackett School does not allow for

12   even a comfortable, okay, polling place for four divisions.

13             It's, to use the only term I can use, it is a

14   ridiculous idea.

15             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  For the record, how many

16   handicapped people in wheelchairs come to that polling

17   place?

18             MS. RZEPSKI:  None.

19             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  None?

20             MS. RZEPSKI:  No.

21             MR. FENERTY:  One gentleman in 31;14, okay, comes

22   in, 31;15, none to our knowledge.

23             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

24             MS. RZEPSKI:  And the one in 31;14 is comfortable,
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 1   that's the letter.

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And he has a letter?

 3             MS. RZEPSKI:  I gave the letter last year from Mr.

 4   Ross, okay.

 5             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  You make sure that all three

 6   Commissioners get a copy of that letter.

 7             MR. FENERTY:  Both Mrs. Rzepski and myself have

 8   been ward leaders for over a quarter of a century.  We get

 9   along very well.  No disputes.  If we have handicapped

10   individuals that need rides to the polling place, no matter

11   which of their parties are --

12             MS. RZEPSKI:  We do.

13             MR. FENERTY:  -- we pick them up.

14             Mr. Marco, who is here, picks them up all day,

15   from both parties, and brings them there.

16             If there is any problem getting someone into a



17   location, of which we know of, we have the -- we have the --

18   the muscle, may I say, to make it happen.

19             We have carpenters in our wards that have adjusted

20   ramps in several divisions, both sides, bipartisan we work

21   on this.  And there is no handicapped issue in these two --

22   in this division or the next one, which the Commissioners

23   are going to hear next.

24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Well, you've given us
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 1   additional information that we didn't have before, so that's

 2   why we're going to take it under consideration later today

 3   -- or take it under advisement now to consider accepting --

 4             MS. RZEPSKI:  Let me ask you a question.  Is that

 5   accessible, this ramp here (indicating) that's handicapped?

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  No.  It would not fit the

 7   criteria.

 8             MS. RZEPSKI:  No.  I just wanted to --

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.  We'll take it

10   under advisement.  Thank you very much.

11             MS. RZEPSKI:  Thank you.

12             MR. FERRIS:  You're welcome.

13             Okay.  The next one is 31;15, moving the polling

14   place from 2434 Cedar Street, Luke's Bar, to York and

15   Trenton Streets, also at the Hackett School.

16             And this is a similar situation of the entrance

17   getting into Luke's Bar in the back room there.

18             MR. FENERTY:  Commissioners, Vince Fenerty, again,

19   from the 31st Ward, and Margaret Rzepski, also the ward

20   leader from the 31st Ward.

21             For the record, we both oppose this location.  And

22   I believe there is a voter here, also.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  Because we had a ramp built.

24             MR. FENERTY:  Oh, excuse me.  There was a ramp
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 1   built.  It's a portable ramp which was built by District

 2   Council 21, the Glaziers Union, okay.  It was brought down

 3   the morning off.  It was picked up that evening.

 4             It was a metal ramp.  It inclines and it came

 5   down, and it went this way (indicating).  Built by

 6   specifications, which were given to us by the City.  It was

 7   used on Election Day, and we intend to use it again.  It's

 8   not a permanent ramp, it was built by professional trades

 9   people who gave it to us.

10             We have no one in that division that we know is

11   disenfranchised from -- that is handicapped or that comes

12   there in a wheelchair.  But we have made it, the polling

13   place, accessible.

14             And, again, for the same argument, the

15   overcrowding in the Hackett School, going down corridors,

16   going into small rooms.  We would ask the Commissioners to

17   consider not moving the polling place.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Ferris, can you address

19   the issue of ramping?

20             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  Is that the blue ramp that was

21   built?



22             MS. RZEPSKI:  Yes.

23             MR. FERRIS:  The blue ramp with the black -- I

24   have a picture of that here (indicating).
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 1             MS. RZEPSKI:  Is that the ramp?  Is that the big

 2   ramp, Gary?

 3             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  It is one big blue ramp with

 4   black steps on that?

 5             MR. FENERTY:  That was the ramp that was used a

 6   year ago.

 7             MS. RZEPSKI:  A year ago.  And we went by the

 8   specifications that you sent.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Are there steps inside?

10             MR. FENERTY:  There is no other steps inside,

11   Commissioner.

12             I believe this has been the polling place for

13   approximately 15 years.

14             MS. RZEPSKI:  About 15.

15             MR. FERRIS:  When you go in the door, though,

16   isn't there a step down into the floor?

17             MR. FENERTY:  No.  Straight in.

18             MR. AVERSA:  According to our report, there's

19   interior steps.

20             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  And it is incorrect.

21             MR. FENERTY:  It is a straight in.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  What do you have?

23             MR. FENERTY:  The polling place is held in the

24   rear bar, don't use the front door.
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 1             MS. RZEPSKI:  Don't use the front.  That's

 2   (indicating) the rear.  It is the back.  You put the ramp

 3   the way --

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I think --

 5             MS. RZEPSKI:  If we went by the specifications

 6   like Gary sent us; right?

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  So, I think part of the

 8   -- we will go out and -- we need to resolve this discrepancy

 9   of whether we're talking about the front door or the back

10   door.

11             MS. RZEPSKI:  We don't vote in the front.  It's

12   the backdoor.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  And do we know how wide

14   that door is?

15             MR. FERRIS:  Do you have that there?

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Two steps down.

17             MR. FERRIS:  That's what I have, so...

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yeah.  We need to figure out

19   -- we have on our notes that there are two steps down, so we

20   need to resolve this.  And you all are saying there is not

21   two steps down inside.

22             MS. RZEPSKI:  If there is anything that we have to

23   correct --

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  We need to
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 1   --



 2             MS. RZEPSKI:  -- we will correct that.

 3             We built the ramp on specifications of the City

 4   that was recommended the last time.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.

 6                       (Whereupon, photographs reviewed

 7                       by the Commission.)

 8             MR. FERRIS:  I think there was a problem with the

 9   width of the door, too.  I remember that from last time.

10             MS. RZEPSKI:  Yeah.  We put a wheelchair through

11   it.

12             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  We'll get you the exact

13   measurements.

14             But I think -- I believe that the last time that

15   they were here there was a question about the width of the

16   door, because you go into a little -- what do you call that?

17   A little --

18             MS. RZEPSKI:  Alcove.

19             MR. FERRIS:  -- alcove before you get to the door.

20             MS. RZEPSKI:  Like a mudroom.

21             MR. FENERTY:  Yeah.  It's a mudroom.

22             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

23             MS. RZEPSKI:  It's a mudroom.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  So we need to take this
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 1   under advisement.  We need to make sure that our information

 2   is correct, and --

 3             MS. RZEPSKI:  Mr. Sawyer is a voter in that

 4   division, so he would like to have --

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Please.

 6             MR. SAWYER:  If you actually look at the map of

 7   division 15, the Hackett School is so far away.  And, also,

 8   people are reluctant to move their vehicles, especially, you

 9   know, in late afternoon when they're apt to vote.

10             The neighborhood fills up after 5:00, and then

11   after that, parking gets tight.

12             So, we have a lot of seniors.  There is plenty on

13   my block, and many of them are my own neighbors.  You can

14   fall out of your house and you're at the polling station

15   versus this long trek over to the Hackett School.  For some,

16   if it is going to be at night, they're not going to do it.

17             We had instances, since last Christmas, of

18   robberies along Trenton Avenue.

19             And on top of that, bus service, SEPTA service,

20   over there is poor.

21             So, if you're in a wheelchair, and let's say

22   you're leaving the EL, that's a really long way to the

23   school.  It's similarly almost the same distance from my

24   house to the school.
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 1             You're going to be, basically, suppressing lots of

 2   votes.  A lot of my neighbors would not bother voting if

 3   that polling station is not at the location it's at.  And if

 4   there is no alternate in that division, they're not going to

 5   leave the division and go all the way up to Trenton and York

 6   Streets.



 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under

 8   advisement.  We'll go and recheck the polling place.

 9             MS. RZEPSKI:  And, Commissioner, if I could add

10   something?

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

12             MS. RZEPSKI:  If this place is not accessible, I

13   wish somebody would call me, because then I will find -- try

14   to find something.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, that --

16             MS. RZEPSKI:  I will try.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, that is the best

18   possible outcome.

19             MS. RZEPSKI:  If this is not accessible.

20             But, I mean, we went through so much trouble last

21   year, being told by the City, what to do, you know.  We

22   built -- had it built, you know, made sure everything was

23   accessible.  We took a wheelchair and it does fit through

24   the door, so...
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 1             MR. FERRIS:  Is that ramp there now?

 2             MS. RZEPSKI:  No.  We only put it up when it's --

 3             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Is it in the bar somewhere?

 4             MS. RZEPSKI:  It's in the --

 5             MR. FERRIS:  So if I send somebody out there

 6   tomorrow to look at it, can you make sure the ramp is there?

 7             MR. FENERTY:  We have to make arrangements to

 8   bring it back.

 9             MS. RZEPSKI:  We have to bring it.  We bring it

10   back and forth.

11             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  Well, then can you call

12   me and try to have it there by Thursday or Friday so that I

13   can have somebody go out and look at that?

14             MR. FENERTY:  Sure.

15             MS. RZEPSKI:  Sure.

16             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  For the record, how many

18   people do you have, again, that comes to that polling place

19   that's handicapped?

20             MR. FENERTY:  At 31;15, I can say none.

21             MS. RZEPSKI:  None.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Okay.

23             MR. FENERTY:  There's one at 31;14.

24             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And that's for the record.
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 1             MR. FENERTY:  Okay.  We do -- it's one of the

 2   larger divisions in the 31st Ward.  It's a division where

 3   people don't swap homes.  They've been there for a number of

 4   years.  They've grown from young to old there.  And the one

 5   thing that we do care about is our senior citizens.

 6             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  So, in other words, you have

 7   no complaints from the handicapped --

 8             MS. RZEPSKI:  No.

 9             MR. FENERTY:  No.

10             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  -- about the polling location

11   itself?



12             MR. SAWYER:  A lot of us in the neighborhood were

13   shocked when we saw the polls -- the placards go up on the

14   utility pole that they're taking our polling station away

15   from us.

16             MS. RZEPSKI:  I can't imagine how many calls we

17   had.  Chris will tell you.  Chris contacted me and I say,

18   I've been notified, we're working on it.

19             And I will tell you again, I have to stress, the

20   people in my ward, in our ward, that are handicapped,

21   basically they do absentee ballots.  Because if it rains,

22   they're not coming out.  If it's cold in the winter, they're

23   not traveling.

24             I can't see them getting in a wheelchair, wheeling
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 1   themself from Cedar Street all the way over to Hackett

 2   School.  It's highly -- it's not possible, and they won't

 3   get in cars, because if they're going to come out in a

 4   wheelchair, they're independent.

 5             So, I mean, we have had no complaints from any --

 6   any of the divisions in our area.

 7             I wish that you would take that under advisement.

 8   I wish the Justice Department -- you know, there's a way of

 9   changing maybe one little wording, you know.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Believe me, I wish there were

11   a way to do that.

12             MS. RZEPSKI:  This is six months ago we're being

13   revisited the same thing all over again.

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And this is one of the

15   reasons why we're putting it on the record, because the last

16   thing that we want to hear is, that there was a complaint

17   from a handicapped person, and we're dealing with the gray

18   area, of trying to make sure that we can make it comfortable

19   for the people to vote at the same time.

20             MS. RZEPSKI:  Right.

21             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Which is our duty, also,

22   dealing with the Justice Department and their -- and our

23   agreement with them about how far a door should be opened

24   for handicapped people and what not.
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 1             And our attorney here who makes the argument in

 2   those gray areas have to have something to work with in

 3   order to do that.

 4             MS. RZEPSKI:  So, did you submit that letter from

 5   Mr. Ross last time?  And he's actually the one in the

 6   wheelchair for 31;14.

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Hey, listen, we're going to

 8   make sure that he gets a copy of that.

 9             MS. RZEPSKI:  I mean, you have to have this, if

10   not, I can get another one.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We are a new Commission since

12   last year, and --

13             MS. RZEPSKI:  Well, I know that they took it and

14   put it on record.

15             MR. AVERSA:  Well, Commissioners, I can state,

16   that we are operating under a settlement agreement here,



17   whereby the City agreed that we would make all polling

18   places citywide handicapped accessible.

19             We considered, and it was an issue during this

20   case, whether or not absentee ballots would be an acceptable

21   substitute for making the polling places accessible

22   regardless of whether there is a handicapped voter in a

23   particular division.

24             The Court, unfortunately, rejected that argument
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 1   and said it's not acceptable, that under Federal Law, the

 2   United States citizens have a right to vote in an unassisted

 3   way.

 4             So, whether someone is in a wheelchair is really

 5   immaterial.  The polling place has to be fully accessible to

 6   every voter, whether they walk in on their own two feet or

 7   they come in on a wheelchair.

 8             MS. RZEPSKI:  But that's not what they have in

 9   their bill.

10             MR. AVERSA:  Well, we've also -- I made the

11   argument that people would assist them if they came to a

12   polling place in a wheelchair and needed some help getting

13   into the polling place, whether it be up a ramp or up or

14   down steps or through a narrow hallway.

15             And, again, the Court found that Federal Law

16   doesn't permit that level of assistance.

17             The touchstone here is, whether or not the person

18   can vote in an unassisted way.  Whether they can leave their

19   home, come to a polling place, check in to vote, go into the

20   polling -- into the voting machine, cast their ballot and

21   leave without anyone helping them in any way.  They can do

22   it under their own effort, their own ability.  And that's

23   what the City agreed to.  And that's why we are here today

24   having these hearings, to determine whether or not the
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 1   polling place that's suggested for a move was, in fact,

 2   handicapped accessible.  And if it wasn't, whether the

 3   location that we're recommending is, in fact, handicapped

 4   accessible and meets certain other criteria, too, that were

 5   provided in the agreement.

 6             So, this has been a carefully thought-out process,

 7   and something that involves the weighing of several factors

 8   and considerations.

 9             But at the same time, we have to be aware of our

10   obligations under the agreement because, right now, that

11   agreement has the full force and effect of the Federal Law,

12   and we're required to comply with.

13             MR. FENERTY:  All right.  Commissioner, may I just

14   add one thing, that the only person in this room who will

15   know this, if her memory goes back that far, is Mrs.

16   Rzepski.

17             In 1974, I was struck with a disease called

18   transverse spinal myelitis.  My good friend, Anthony,

19   doesn't know.

20             I was in a wheelchair for months and had to be

21   taught how to walk again.



22             And I've always taken care of the handicapped

23   based on my knowledge of being in a wheelchair, and even

24   rolling around the neighborhood.
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 1             And Mrs. Rzepski's late mother, Mary Parkins,

 2   pushed me around a few times and watched me rehabilitate.

 3             These polling places with these ramps are

 4   handicapped accessible.

 5             I don't want to disenfranchise anyone, but if they

 6   need to be modified, it will be my people along with Peg's

 7   people, that will modify them.  And I'm going to ask that

 8   you consider not moving them.  And I don't think we want to

 9   take anymore of your time.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under

11   advisement.

12             Thank you to all three of you for helping us and

13   worrying about your division.

14             MR. FENERTY:  All right.  Thank you.

15             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Thank you.

16             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one -- the next

17   polling place is for the 28th Ward; 12th Division, moving

18   the polling place from 2602 North Corlies Street, the

19   community association, to 32nd Street and Lehigh Avenue, the

20   Ethel Allen School.

21             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

22             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

23             MR. BACONE:  Good afternoon; my name is Tracy

24   Bacone, I am here for the 24th division, but also the judge
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 1   of elections for 28;12.

 2             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Robia Bacone; I am here for

 3   28;12.  And I'm down here to find out why, after all this

 4   time, it was made accessible, even the people from, I think,

 5   from the -- the government came out and measured the thing

 6   with a ruler and everything.  And it has been accessible for

 7   the last 30 years.  Now, why, all of a sudden, it is not

 8   accessible, that's what I want to find out.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We have the judgment of what

10   accessible means.

11             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Accessibility means --

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  It's not in our hands as a

13   Commission.

14             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We are not free to define it.

16   We are between a rock and a hard place.  We are bound by the

17   law.

18             The City of Philadelphia made an agreement that

19   was signed off on by a federal judge.  And we, under Federal

20   Law, we must abide by the agreement.

21             And the definition of handicapped accessible is

22   dictated to us by that agreement.  We're not free to say

23   what you're saying makes perfect sense.

24             Even if -- even -- do you see what I mean?
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 1   It's -- it's -- it's a legal settlement.  It's not



 2   commonsense.  And we are not free to take commonsense and

 3   put it over the legal agreement.

 4             We must abide -- we take an oath to defend the

 5   Constitution of the U.S. and the State of Pennsylvania.  We

 6   are -- we are duty bound to uphold the law.  And because

 7   this came to us from a federal judge, it is the law,

 8   including that definition of what handicapped accessible

 9   means for polling places.  And we cannot suspend that law.

10             MR. BACONE:  All right.  So, with that being said,

11   we have a temporary ramp that we put up.  We have no problem

12   with handicapped persons and disabled individuals or

13   anything of that nature.  We never had a complaint.

14             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Never had a complaint in all

15   these years.  And why every year someone comes out to

16   inspect this ramp --

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

18             MR. BACONE, SR.:  -- and why all of a sudden, this

19   year, it's -- it's not acceptable.  This is what I want to

20   know, what the problem is?

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, let me -- let me explain

22   why it is this year.  It is because we agreed in 2009 --

23   perhaps you will address this.

24             Mr. Aversa is a -- is a lawyer for the City and a
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 1   lawyer for us.

 2             MR. AVERSA:  After we entered into the settlement

 3   agreement and it was approved by the Federal Court, an

 4   architectural firm --

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And when was that, Mr. Aversa?

 6             MR. AVERSA:  That was back in 2009.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  In 2009.

 8             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Well --

 9             MR. AVERSA:  After we entered into that agreement,

10   an architectural firm and the Department of Justice sent

11   architects, other inspectors out to visit every polling

12   place in the city to access whether or not they are, in

13   fact, handicapped accessible.  And then they provided us

14   with a list of those polling places with their remarks and

15   their comments and their findings.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And when you say handicapped

17   accessible, you mean by the definition that was given in

18   this settlement and imposed on us by the --

19             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.  Well, by the definition

20   contained in the Americans With Disabilities Act, it is a

21   very specific objective set of criteria that's applied

22   countrywide, nationwide.  That avoids the possibility of

23   having inconsistent standards being varied from one polling

24   place to another or one municipality to another.  It's a
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 1   uniformed standard that applies nationwide.  And that's what

 2   we're operating under.

 3             Now, when these firms went out and did that

 4   assessment, it provided us with that information.

 5             Under the agreement we are required to respond to

 6   a specific number of them each month, and every few months.



 7   And that's what we've been doing.

 8             MR. BACONE, SR.:  But that's --

 9             MR. BACONE:  Hold on.

10             MR. AVERSA:  So, this particular polling place is

11   one which we responded relatively recently, which is why

12   it's become an issue now and not before.

13             So, there were evaluations before where people

14   did, in fact, come out to look at the polling place.  But

15   it's only now that we've reviewed the evaluations, made an

16   assessment, and then we're making a recommendation to the

17   Board as to whether or not it should -- that recommendation

18   should be accepted and the polling place moved.

19             So, I guess it is a long-winded way of saying,

20   your turn came up next, basically.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yeah.

22             So, it didn't come up before 2009, because 2009 is

23   when we had the settlement.  And it didn't come up between

24   2009 and now because we had so many polling places that we
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 1   needed to move, that we could only do a certain number of

 2   them every year.

 3             MR. BACONE:  Okay.  With that being said, it is

 4   like a check and balance thing, so what is the deficiencies

 5   in the report?

 6             MR. AVERSA:  Well, here, with respect to this one

 7   (indicating), this is the property; correct?

 8             MR. BACONE:  Yes.

 9             MR. AVERSA:  The photographs -- well, there's

10   steps leading into the polling place, and specifically with

11   respect --

12             MR. BACONE:  There is a ramp, a temporary ramp

13   that we put there.

14             MR. BACONE, SR.:  It is a temporary ramp.

15             MR. AVERSA:  Well, I think the issue with the ramp

16   is, whether or not it extends -- it would extend too far.

17             I mean, this is a two-step entrance right on the

18   corner.

19             MR. BACONE:  No.  No.  No.  No.  No.  Sorry.

20             MR. AVERSA:  That is where you pointed to.

21             Well, here you have -- here at the bottom of this

22   ramp (indicating) it's not flush with the sidewalk.

23             MR. BACONE:  It is a ramp.  It goes there.  It was

24   built by Steve Bass Construction Company.  He's the one who
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 1   built that.

 2             MR. AVERSA:  Well, the question is, whether or not

 3   that ramp complies with the ADA requirements.

 4             Gary, I don't know if we've gone out and assessed

 5   that ramp or not; have we?

 6             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

 7             MR. BACONE:  You said that a guy came out and took

 8   pictures.

 9             How are you going to say it requires something

10   that is not there?

11             MR. FERRIS:  No.  The problem is the ramp.  See



12   the black ramp in the picture there now (indicating) --

13             MR. BACONE:  Yeah.

14             MR. FERRIS:  -- that's only 27-inches wide.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And how wide does it need to

16   be?

17             MR. FERRIS:  And it needs to be --

18             MR. AVERSA:  At least 36.

19             MR. FERRIS:  -- at least 36-inches wide.

20             You also have a step, that step up to get to that

21   ramp where you say --

22             MR. BACONE:  Yeah.

23             MR. FERRIS:  -- you have a temporary ramp you put

24   out.  That step is over seven-and-a-half-inches tall.
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 1             So, you would have to have an eight-foot ramp

 2   built there with handrails and edge protection in order to

 3   meet the Americans With Disabilities' Guidelines.

 4             Anything over six inches has to have a ramp with

 5   handrails built into it, too.

 6             And being that it would have to be eight-feet

 7   long, you're talking, you know, it's going to go all the way

 8   out into the sidewalk and cover the sidewalk there.

 9             So, that's, you know -- that's why it doesn't meet

10   the, you know, DOJ guidelines for assessability.

11             MR. BACONE:  So, this -- so, with that being said,

12   that means all the senior citizens that do frequent the

13   polling place that walk down the street that we assist to

14   help in there and everything else, you are just taking away

15   their voting privilege.  They're not going to walk to the

16   school.  It's not going to happen.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, I would be interested to

18   work with you if -- we are going to take it under

19   advisement.

20             MR. BACONE:  Right.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If we do end up --

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  And send out another

23   inspection.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If we do end up moving the
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 1   polling place, I would like very much to work with you to

 2   see what we can do to make sure that everyone in your

 3   division and neighborhood who is eligible to vote, will,

 4   indeed, be able to get to the polling place.

 5             Thank you.

 6             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  That would be your right to

 7   put the polling place wherever you want if we can't meet

 8   certain criteria, within that division.

 9             It doesn't have to be at Wilde School.  It can

10   be --

11             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Where?

12             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  It could be across from your

13   division, one, you know -- it doesn't have to exactly be in

14   your division.  It can be in your division or somewhere

15   close.

16             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  In other words, if you can



17   find another site -- if you could find another site that's

18   handicapped accessible other than the school, you can give

19   us a call and we can go out and look at it this week.

20             MR. BACONE:  So, there is no way that I can make

21   modifications to the ramp?  It is not a problem.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

23             MR. FERRIS:  I don't think you would be able to.

24   You're talking a lot of money to build something for that.
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 1             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  If he can do it, great.

 2             MR. FERRIS:  If you're willing to try, you know.

 3   But --

 4             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  If he can do it, then

 5   it can, you know --

 6             MR. BACONE:  Yeah.

 7             MR. FERRIS:  Because somebody would have to come

 8   out and tell you exactly what needs to be done.

 9             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Let's call a spade a spade.

10   Look, we're dealing with a lot of elderly people who are

11   pretty set in their ways, they are not going up to that

12   school and there is no way in the neighborhood that the city

13   hasn't torn down you could put another polling place.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Anyone over 65, is that

15   true --

16             MR. FERRIS:  For the alternative?

17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  Yeah.  They can use

18   alternative ballot.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- alternative ballot, anyone

20   who is 65, yes.  So anyone who is 65 or older may request an

21   alternative ballot, the same way anyone who is handicapped

22   can request an alternative ballot.

23             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Look, madame, it took us 20

24   years to get them to come out in the first place.
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 1             Now, you -- you're coming up with a lot of

 2   Republican thinking that doesn't fit in with the

 3   neighborhood that you're talking about.

 4             Now, even though you're talking about black

 5   people, and two-thirds of them, they've been living in these

 6   houses and pretty set in their ways, it is enough to get

 7   them out to vote.  And now you come up with -- with some

 8   cock and bull story about --

 9             MR. BACONE:  So, what we're dealing with now is

10   modifications of -- of the ramp itself?

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If it is possible to modify

12   the ramp in the way that it will meet the specifications

13   that are imposed on us by the agreement, if we could do

14   that -- if we could do that, we could keep it there.

15             Also, if you can find another suitable place that

16   is either handicapped accessible or can be made handicapped

17   accessible that will be better, we would love to work with

18   you to move the polling place there instead.

19             MR. BACONE:  I'll do the modifications instead of

20   go find somewhere else and modify another place.  We already

21   got a place.  We will modify it.



22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And I would also like to say,

23   as a lifelong Democrat and a staunch Democrat, all of us

24   here are elected to uphold the law.
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 1             MR. BACONE, SR.:  Which law?  Who's law?

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  The law of the United States

 3   of America and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the City

 4   of Philadelphia.

 5             Thank you very much.

 6             MR. BACONE:  All right.  Thanks.

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  We'll take it under

 8   advisement.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We will take it under

10   advisement.

11             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next polling place change

12   is for 28;13, moving the polling place from 2509 North 30th

13   Street, the church, to 32nd and Lehigh Avenue, the Ethel

14   Allen School, also.

15             MS. CUMMINGS:  Hello.  Good afternoon, everyone.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Good afternoon.

17             MS. CUMMINGS:  My name is Bonita Cummings, Judge

18   of Elections for 28;13.

19             It is my understanding that the 2509 North 30th

20   Street location met, from previous inspection, the

21   assessability rule.  So why we are here?  I'm not really

22   sure.  But it was our understanding that we were, you know,

23   accessible.

24             The church has a ramp.  There are no -- we have
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 1   one person that votes there that is wheelchair bound.

 2   The -- there's no complaints there.  They're able to get in,

 3   you know.  There's no -- I'm not sure what --

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The problem with the church

 5   is, that the ramp has a slope of 26.3 percent, and 8 percent

 6   is the guideline that the DOJ has set up.

 7             So, you're, like, more than twice over the limit

 8   of, you know, the slope of the ramp.

 9             And these are guidelines that were established,

10   like we talked about, from the Department of Justice.

11             MS. CUMMINGS:  Okay.

12             MR. FERRIS:  So that is the main reason why, you

13   know, the ramp is unacceptable.  And in their eyes, the

14   place is not handicapped accessible, even though I'm sure

15   that you get people up in wheelchairs and, you know, the

16   elderly up that ramp.  This is the guidelines that were

17   established by the Department of Justice, okay.  So that is

18   your main problem with this church.

19             MS. CUMMINGS:  Well, the ramp is there.

20             MR. FERRIS:  There is no argument with that.

21             MS. CUMMINGS:  Some of this has been -- the

22   Justice Department is just -- is far reaching, it's

23   overreaching.

24             No accommodations have been made for the voters in
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 1   terms of an opportunity to make whatever adjustments, you



 2   know -- we spent our tax dollars making sidewalks

 3   accessible, but we need to also have the availability for

 4   some adjustments that need to be made.

 5             That ramp has to be adjusted or whatever the case

 6   may be to accommodate our needs.

 7             Because, again, like the 12th division, our

 8   citizens will not be able to get to Ethel Allen.

 9             It's a very long walk from the door -- from the

10   entrance to Ethel Allen to where they have to go is a block,

11   not to mention the four blocks they need to get there.

12             So, there needs to be some consideration from the

13   City, also, to go back and take a look at the agreement,

14   because the agreement was signed off on without really

15   working with the -- the facilities that were actually

16   impacted.

17             So, people agreed to something without an

18   opportunity for us to ask for any kind of amendments and

19   that type of thing.

20             So we need to, you know -- we need to revisit -- I

21   think we need to revisit the law.  We need to revisit the

22   Justice Department's agreement so that we cannot impact

23   negatively the people that we're about to impact, because

24   we're going to cause them not to vote.  And I don't think
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 1   this Commission wants to take that responsibility of

 2   impacting the voters of Philadelphia.

 3             So, I'm not sure that's a, you know,

 4   consideration, or whether the City can go back and take a

 5   look at that -- that agreement.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, we certainly don't have

 7   time to go back and look at that agreement before this

 8   Primary Election.

 9             And there are many polling places in the city

10   where people have to walk even six blocks to vote.  And --

11             MS. CUMMINGS:  So, what would our ability be to

12   make the accommodations?  Like, can we have an opportunity

13   to do that?

14             MR. FERRIS:  To rebuild that ramp, you're talking

15   about probably going another, 8 percent is 20 percent, which

16   is 20 feet, at least -- at least a ramp that's probably 20

17   to 25-feet longer than what you have now.  We're just

18   talking about going, you know, down.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Is that twice as long as the

20   current ramp, or three times as long as the current ramp?

21             MR. FERRIS:  It would have to be at least twice as

22   long as what the ramp is now.

23             MS. CUMMINGS:  Well, the space is there to do

24   that.  And the pastor is willing to do that.
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 1             So, we just need the opportunity to do that.  We

 2   need to be able to -- and -- and why can't we ask the

 3   Justice Department for some amendments or some accommodation

 4   or some extensions to allow for the renovations to take

 5   place?

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Well, Mr. Aversa, would you



 7   address that?

 8             MR. AVERSA:  Well, we have an obligation to make

 9   these polling places handicapped accessible now.

10             MS. CUMMINGS:  And we're doing that.

11             MR. AVERSA:  But we're operating under that

12   scenario whereby we've agreed to make them handicapped

13   accessible in each -- in the upcoming election.

14             Now, we assessed that at this particular polling

15   place, we had to take it to the Board, we have an obligation

16   now to make a decision one way or the other.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  But, Mr. Aversa, I believe the

18   question was, why can't we go back to the Justice Department

19   and ask them for more time?

20             MS. CUMMINGS:  Time.  Right.  Um-hum.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  That was the question.  Why

22   can we not go back to the Justice Department?

23             MS. CUMMINGS:  Because nobody is being harmed.

24   Everybody that uses my polling place can get in and get out.
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 1   There's no complaints of that.

 2             We're willing to make the changes so that we don't

 3   have to scramble our people.  We're asking for an extension

 4   of time to get the renovations.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, Mr. Aversa, if you could

 6   answer that specifics.

 7             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

 8             MS. CUMMINGS:  We understand about the agreement.

 9   We're saying, as a citizen and a person responsible for the

10   people that vote in my community, nobody consulted me.

11   Nobody consulted the pastor.  You come out, you put up

12   signs.  Had people even come and talk with us, we could have

13   made time to make the accommodations for what the needs

14   were.

15             We were told that the voting poll was

16   inaccessible.  This happened in -- several years back.

17             Do you think that we have a ramp that we don't

18   believe was accessible to the people using it?

19             MR. AVERSA:  No.  It is not our contention that at

20   all.

21             MS. CUMMINGS:  Right.

22             So what I'm saying is, we can make our repairs.

23   We need -- in order to not harm my community, I'm asking the

24   Commission to have the City to give us an extension of time
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 1   to get that renovation done.  That's what we need.

 2             MR. AVERSA:  I would like to say, that the

 3   agreement that we're operating under does not provide for

 4   extensions of time.

 5             MS. CUMMINGS:  But you can ask for an extension of

 6   time.

 7             MR. AVERSA:  Actually we can't under the

 8   agreement.  We'd actually have to go back to a federal judge

 9   and reopen the entire --

10             MS. CUMMINGS:  Well, that's not an impossibility.

11   That's -- it's our tax dollars, Commissioner.  We have the



12   right to -- we have the right, just like they're cutting our

13   curbs, the seniors who also are handicapped by way of,

14   maybe, not having the exact mobility, they don't need

15   wheelchairs, they have the same right.  They have the right

16   to vote where their voting poll is.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.  Thank you.  We

18   will take it under advisement.  And thank you very much.

19             MS. CUMMINGS:  Thank you.

20             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next polling place is

21   45;6.

22             Is anybody else here from 45?

23                       (Whereupon, there was no

24                       response.)
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 1             MR. FERRIS:  We'll do it real quick, 45;6, the

 2   request is to move the polling place from the Martin School

 3   at Ontario and Richmond Streets to the Monkiewicz Rec

 4   Center, which is at -- which is at Richmond and Allegheny.

 5             The ward leader has suggested an alternative

 6   location for this site being the Samuels Rec Center, which

 7   is at Gaul and Tioga Streets.

 8             And I believe both sides are good with this

 9   request.

10             It is a handicapped accessible site.  We were out

11   there to make sure another division can fit.

12             So, I will ask you to deny the original petition

13   and okay the alternative site there.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  So we deny the original

15   and okay the alternative.

16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

17             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Denied and okayed.

19                       (Whereupon, the Commission sign

20                       documents.)

21             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 23rd Ward;

22   17th Division, moving the polling place from 2006 Orthodox

23   Street, the American Legion Post, to Ditman and Wakeling

24   Street, the Gambrel Rec Center.
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 1             MR. SAVAGE:  Hi; good afternoon; Tim Savage,

 2   Treasurer of the 23rd Ward.

 3             The current -- we actually tried to look at seven

 4   other locations.  Most of the people wouldn't allow us to

 5   have them there.

 6             This has been a polling place for over 30 years.

 7             I believe the only problem was, I think it has a

 8   one-inch lip on the doorway, and the doorway isn't wide

 9   enough.

10             We're willing to make the alterations to the door,

11   we're just not going to be able to get it done by this

12   primary.

13             The proposed location is actually pretty far

14   because of the way they have to walk to get to it.  And

15   they're also going to be passing three other polling places.

16             So, it's -- it's -- it's hard enough to get



17   somebody to move to the new location, let alone when they

18   try three times to get to three other locations, I think

19   they're going to be a little upset and stop looking for

20   their polling place.

21             And we are willing to make the alterations to the

22   building before the November Election.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  We will -- we will

24   take that under advisement.
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 1             Yes.  I mean, if we could have something in

 2   writing that -- that the facility owner is willing to make

 3   the adjustments --

 4             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- that would be helpful.

 6             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.  When should I give it to you?

 7             MR. FERRIS:  This way -- as soon as you get it

 8   give it to me --

 9             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.

10             MR. FERRIS:  -- this way it is evidence -- or, you

11   know, testimony that will be on the record --

12             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.

13             MR. FERRIS:  -- and, you know -- in case the

14   Commissioners decide to leave it there for that reason,

15   there will be some kind of testimony on there.

16             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.  That wasn't just the width of

17   the door?

18             MR. AVERSA:  Well, that -- yeah.  The primary

19   problem is the width of the door.

20             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

21             MR. AVERSA:  It could be ramped, but not because

22   of the width of the door.  If the door was any wider we

23   could put a ramp in without any problem.

24             MR. FERRIS:  Right.
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 1             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.

 2             MR. FERRIS:  Because our ramps are 36-inches wide,

 3   and your door is 31.  So because of the step you have there,

 4   you're going to have to make the doorway at least 36-inches

 5   wide in order for our ramp to fit on that -- to fit on that

 6   door.

 7             MR. SAVAGE:  Okay.

 8             MR. AVERSA:  Now, the letter that you're providing

 9   to us must come from the facility owner.

10             MR. SAVAGE:  Well, it's a nonprofit.  I will get

11   it from the president.

12             MR. AVERSA:  Okay.  An official from the

13   nonprofit.

14             Does a nonprofit own the building?

15             MR. SAVAGE:  Yes.

16             MR. AVERSA:  Okay.

17             MR. SAVAGE:  That's it.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Great.  Thank you.

19             MR. SAVAGE:  Thank you.

20             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first one is for the 25th

21   Ward; 1st Division, moving the --



22             MR. JOHNSON:  Hi; my name is Tom --

23             MR. FERRIS:  -- moving the polling place from the

24   Polish Eagles Club at 3159 East Thompson Street, to 3068
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 1   Belgrade Street, the Port Richmond Senior Center.

 2             And the current club has six steps up.  And that's

 3   the reason why it is not handicapped accessible.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Johnson.

 5             MR. JOHNSON:  How are you?  Good afternoon,

 6   Commissioners; how are you doing?

 7             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  State your name for the

 8   record, Tom.

 9             MR. JOHNSON:  Thomas J. Johnson, Ward Leader for

10   the 25th Ward.  Democratic ward leader, I should say.

11             Concerning that particular location, we have a

12   side entrance to that.  We had this -- we visited this six

13   months ago about the same thing.

14             Is that -- is that side entrance a problem?

15             MR. AVERSA:  Is this the entrance (indicating)

16   you're referring?

17             MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  Yes.  Because we can get

18   something.

19             MR. AVERSA:  That's three steps up.

20             MR. FERRIS:  On the side, too.

21             MR. AVERSA:  Which side entrance?  Is it at least

22   three steps up?  The door looks narrow.

23             MR. JOHNSON:  It's really not that big of a deal.

24             I mean, we can get something and bring it --
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 1   that's why, you know --

 2             MR. AVERSA:  Gary, do you have a measurement for

 3   that side door?

 4             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  There's two doors here.

 5             The front door has six steps and the side door has

 6   two steps and a step up.  So that's, like, three steps up.

 7             So, that means, in order -- first of all, that

 8   door does not look wide enough.  If it was wide enough, you

 9   would have to have a ramp that's at least 18-feet long, with

10   handrails, with a -- with a landing there, like, halfway up

11   the ramp, also.

12             So, I mean, that's a pretty -- and I don't -- does

13   this side door (indicating) come out into the sidewalk?

14             MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No.  No.

15             MR. FERRIS:  It's on a private lot?

16             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  That's a private lot, that's

17   what I was saying.

18             MR. FERRIS:  I mean, that's a lot of work if

19   you're willing to have the door rebuilt and the ramp, you

20   know, professionally built by --

21             MR. JOHNSON:  I would have to talk to the club

22   owner.

23             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  We would certainly, if the

24   Commissioners move it to the Port Richmond Senior Center,
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 1   that we would certainly move it back once that type of a



 2   ramp was built.

 3             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

 4             MR. FERRIS:  You know, I don't think that they

 5   would have a problem with that, because then it would be

 6   handicapped accessible.

 7             But with this, that's a big undertaking, so you're

 8   going to have to find out if they want to put the money out

 9   for that because, once again, that's non-public.  It's a

10   small club, yeah.

11             MR. JOHNSON:  Privately owned.

12             Okay.  So, we'll keep that under advisement?

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We'll take it under

14   advisement.

15             MR. JOHNSON:  All right.  Thank you.

16             I think there's one more, too.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  The next one is 25;13, moving

18   the polling place from 2313 East Auburn Street, the Firm

19   Hope Baptist Church, to Cedar and Cambria Street, the

20   Cohocksink Rec Center.

21             And the reason for that one is, that church has

22   four steps up.

23             Do you agree this church has four steps up?

24             MR. JOHNSON:  Well, wait a minute, Gary.  One
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 1   thing, there is another entrance there they told me that

 2   they could activate to the church.

 3             MR. FERRIS:  On which side?

 4             MR. JOHNSON:  On the -- I think it is the Auburn

 5   side.  You have to go through the --

 6             MR. FERRIS:  The front is Auburn Street.

 7             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah.

 8             Now, the pastor was supposed to meet me here, but

 9   I don't know if he had an engagement, and I didn't have a

10   chance to talk to him and discuss this.

11             They're just upset about moving it.

12             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  I don't know about the other

13   entrance, but if you have -- if you could have him meet -- I

14   can have someone meet him there tomorrow to look at the --

15             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I could probably do that.

16             MR. FERRIS:  -- side entrance.

17             So, we'll take it under advisement.

18             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  We could do that.

19             MR. FERRIS:  Tomorrow, yeah.

20             MR. JOHNSON:  Because that is what they asked me

21   to do, if they could go in --

22             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  Give me a call, yeah.

23             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

24             MR. FERRIS:  Now, I'm not promising that that's
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 1   good, because I don't think it is, personally.

 2             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

 3             MR. FERRIS:  I don't have a picture of it.

 4             MR. JOHNSON:  All right.

 5             MR. FERRIS:  But give me a call and we'll set

 6   something up for tomorrow.



 7             MR. JOHNSON:  Tomorrow, or could we say Friday,

 8   Gary; would that be to --

 9             MR. FERRIS:  Friday?

10             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.

11             MR. FERRIS:  Are you going to be around Friday?

12             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.

13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

14             MR. JOHNSON:  I'll be there.

15             MR. FERRIS:  All right.

16             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  I'll call you.

17             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

18             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Thank you.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Thank you.

20             We'll take it under advisement.

21             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Thanks.

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Well, it looks like we might

23   be going to court, Mr. Aversa, because it's the taxpayers

24   money.
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 1             MR. AVERSA:  Everyone wants us to go to court.

 2             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.  Well, we're going to

 3   have to do something, because we can't disenfranchise all

 4   these voters.  And the same dollars that we're using to make

 5   this stuff handicapped accessible is the same kind of money

 6   that we should be using to help the other people as well

 7   that would like the polling places to stay.

 8             MR. AVERSA:  Yeah.

 9             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  So, at some point we're

10   really going to have to make that argument again.

11             MR. AVERSA:  But that's the thing, again.

12             You were here --

13             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yeah.

14             MR. AVERSA:  -- a few years ago, remember we made

15   these arguments once before; right?

16             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Absolutely.  And you know we

17   got away with a lot of those polling places staying where

18   they were.

19             And even in the 12th, that was one of those

20   polling places we went out and it didn't meet the standards,

21   and we wind up keeping it there.

22             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  We're still on the

23   record, so let's finish the other ones that we have here

24   that just need signatures, it looks like.
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 1             The 4th Ward; 3rd Division, moving the polling

 2   place from the Camphor Church at 5620 Wyalusing Avenue to

 3   the Haddington Townhomes at 5437 Wyalusing Avenue.

 4             The reason is handicapped accessibility, and to

 5   move back into the division.

 6             And there is no opposition from either side on

 7   that one.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Commissioner Schmidt?

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

11             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.



12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

13             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 13th Ward;

14   15th Division, moving the polling place from 4202 Germantown

15   Avenue, the Abyssinian Church, to 4153 Germantown Avenue,

16   the Christlike Restoration Church.

17             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

18             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

22             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

24             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 34th Ward;
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 1   2nd Division, moving the polling place from 59th and Race

 2   Streets, the Barry School, to 201 North 61st Street, the

 3   daycare.

 4             The reason is a handicapped accessible building

 5   closer to the division.

 6             And the request is from the Democratic Ward

 7   Leader, Bob Brady.

 8             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  This is from 34;2; is that

10   right?

11             MR. FERRIS:  That's correct.

12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

13             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

14             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

16             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is for the 34th Ward;

17   19th Division.

18             The request was to move it from the Cassidy School

19   at 66th and Lansdowne Avenue to 6524 Lansdowne Avenue, a

20   storefront.

21             Since the request was put in and we did the

22   inspection the store owner has since changed his mind and

23   does not want to have the location anymore.  So we have an

24   alternate site that will be brought up next week at next
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 1   week's hearing.  So we will just not even -- so we'll just

 2   pull this one and not even have it.  We'll hear that one

 3   next week, okay.

 4             The last one I have is for 44;18, moving the

 5   polling place from 5210 Wyalusing Avenue, Saint Philip's

 6   Church, to 5437 Wyalusing Avenue, the Haddington Townhomes.

 7             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

 8             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

 9             There is no opposition.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Schmidt?

11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Commissioner Clark?

13             COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Yes.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Approved.

15             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  And that is all I have for

16   today.



17             So, other than the ones under advisement today,

18   the only thing we still have under advisement is the two in

19   the 33rd Ward.

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

21             MR. FERRIS:  And you still want another week --

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

23             MR. FERRIS:  -- to make a decision on that one.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  Thank you.
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 1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, it is just 33 and the

 2   one today?

 3             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.

 4             Do you want to make decisions on any of the ones

 5   from today right now, or --

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Anyone want to make a decision

 7   today?

 8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  There were some I was

 9   hoping to get more information.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Adjourned.

11                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

12                       adjourned at approximately 1:10

13                       p.m.)
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